Forestry Categorical Exclusion Documentation
A. Background:
BLM Office: Vale District Bureau of Land Management — Malheur Resource Area
100 Oregon Street, Vale, Oregon 97918
Phone: 541-473-3144

Lease/Serial/Case File No.: CX Log #: OR-030-044

Proposed Action Title: Irish Springs Salvage

Location of Proposed Action: T. 16 S.,R. 38 E.. Sec. 9, 10 & 11

Description of Proposed Action: The proposal is to harvest up to 200 acres of timber killed as a result of the Irish
Springs Complex Fire that burned in August of 2007. With the exception of one small area approximately five acres in
size, any tree showing any amount of green foliage would not be cut. The small area referenced is a densely stocked
patch of small diameter Douglas-fir that has been heavily scorched. This patch would be thinned to a basal area stocking
of 60 square feet per acre to reduce competition between scorched trees and increase the possibility of survival for the
remaining trees. The fire killed timber is located in Rail Canyon and Cottonwood Creek: two neighboring intermittent
drainages that are separated by an unnamed ridge forming the hydrologic divide. Rail Canyon is a tributary of the Bully
Drainage hydrologic unit and Cottonwood Creek is a tributary of the Willow Drainage hydrologic unit. Logging would
likely commence in the spring of 2008 and conclude either prior to, or during the summer of 2008. Logging would not
occur in Rail Canyon during the spring of 2008. If the BLM determines that soil conditions are appropriate (frozen or low
moisture content), logging may continue in the Cottonwood drainage during the spring of 2008. Ground based logging
systems would be used on all harvest areas. Overall, less than 0.5% of BLM managed Public Lands that burned in the
Irish Springs Fire would be harvested under this proposal. The remaining areas are non-forested, unfeasible, inaccessible,
or would be reserved to protect other resource values such as: VRM, ACEC, fisheries, hydrology and soil stability. A
maximum of 0.5 mile of temporary road construction would be permitted. Landings would be located directly adjacent to
existing improved and unimproved roads. Maintenance of some unimproved roads may be required. Harvested areas
may be reforested in the spring of 2009. Rehabilitation activities, as addressed in the Burn Area Rehabilitation Plan, are
being addressed under a separate environmental assessment. Rehabilitation work would include seeding, reforestation,
slope stabilization, and channel stabilization.

Design Features

Access- Up to 0.5 mile of temporary road construction is permissible under this CX, but it doesn’t appear to be
necessary to facilitate harvest operations; thus only existing roads would be used for all harvest activities. Road
maintenance would occur only when weather and soil moisture conditions are suitable.

Cultural resources — The BLM has completed a cultural resource inventory of the proposed harvest areas. One
cultural site was identified and although it is not located within a proposed harvest unit, a BLM archaeologist has
established a no-entry buffer to ensure the site is not accidentally impacted.

Fuels Treatment — Weighing the benefits that coarse woody debris (CWD) provides to wildlife, soil productivity
and erosion abatement against the negative effects of fire severity, resistance to control and soil heating that could
result in a reburn scenario, optimum CWD amounts would range from 5 to 20 tons per acre as described in
Coarse Woody Debris: Managing Benefits and Fire Hazard in the Recovering Forest, (Brown, et. al., July 2003).
The recommended CWD target from the Southeastern Oregon RMP/ROD (SEORMP) (September, 2002),
Appendix F12 and described below in Snag, Down Log and Green Tree Retention would approximate § to 10 tons
per acre, which allows for an additional post harvest fuel loading of 10 tons per acre. Since most ground fuels
were consumed in the fire, this would be in the form of activity generated slash and future deadfall of
unmerchantable, fire-killed trees. The Purchaser would lop and scatter activity slash or pile it at landings if
whole-tree yarding is employed. If BLM post-activity fuel surveys find that fuel loads and arrangements are
unacceptable, BLM may masticate or pile slash for burning at a later date.







